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Leader of popular church’ fmds calhng

By Peter Muello R
Associated Preu

brates Mass 17 months after qult-
ting the priesthood. . -

" “There are two churches, the‘
father of Liberation Theology PO

sald “ resigned from the official
‘church, with priests and parlshes,
but not from the ‘popular church.’
When the people ask, I celebrate ?

" He paused. -
3 “And I ve done.(a\lot he sald
soﬂ;ly‘ S S

" Boff, 54, has found hls callmg.
His “popular church” is; ;winning .
followers in poor, commumtles
.across Brazil, while the tradition-
«al Roman Catholic Church is- los-
ing them.

Franciscan friar is in demand as a
spiritual leader, speaker, profes-.

sor, lay theologian, author and"

even political candidate, :

“] promoted myself: to- layman,”.

he said with a big laugh.
It fits perfectly with his idea of a

democratic church. The word lay-.

man, he recalls, comes from Greek

" ous silence” for. his book “Church:;
““the trappmgs and music of Bra-

.'and means “member of the peo

coples

£ RIO DE JANEIRO' Brazil -
Leonardo Boff sipped a draft beer"
tind explained why he still cele-

“Jesus was a- layman,” he sa1d
."I‘he biggest’ disgrace of a bishop -

-or a pope is that he forgets he’s .

one of the people He thmks he
was born a boss.”

"Boff laughed: easily behmd a
bushy gray beard. In tan chinos,

" looked like a university professor,
which he is. Once a week .he '
teaches ethics and philosophy at
the State Umversxty of Rio de Ja-
neiro. o

But a brown wooden ring 1dent1-
fied him as a defender of Libera- ..

. tion ‘Theology,; which angered the;

‘+'Vatican and divided Christians;

;'here in the world’s largest Cath y
+ lic country.

. 3' John Paul II took a d1m wev;'.'of S

“‘the doctrine, which urges the poor.”

‘_to demand social and political
'~ More than ever,’ “the’ former'_'f? :

rights. It smacked of Marxism, -
and Boff didn’t deny its socialist
;mﬂuenoe vy

Boff with 11 months of “obsequi~:

Charisma and Power.” The pope
especially didn’t*like the part

.where he called the church “feus ..

dal” and “elitist.” —

lo shirt and tennis: shoes, he

.. In 1985, the Vatlcan slapped )

Boff de hls penance but dldn’t

change his mind.: A spht was: me

“itable, - . SRR
“Until ‘the."1980s, I was oonfi-‘
dent the church could be reformed

and become more open to women. .

laymen and the ‘poor,” he said. “I

“don’t believe that anymore. Thls :

- type of clerical, authoritarian, se
+igt, centrahzmgchurch has no
rvation.”

The pope’s latest encychcal
proves ‘it, ‘he says. “Veritatis
Splendor” (Splendor of the Truth),
released last month, says only the
pontiff can decide: questlons of

. ‘moral doctrine. -

“The message. is. ‘the power Aof
the church. The encyclical 1 ‘uses
the:word,; ‘authority’ more than 70
times,” said Boff.ix -+, 1
By: contrast, ‘he said, a 'popular

“I read and evenyone comments :
Boff 'said. “We"

and discusses,”
don’t just consecrate the host, ‘but *

" bread, cake, everyone brings -

)1

somethmg and shares it Then'we

zil's popular African-based spirit

rehglons, such as Candomble PRI

church” Mass&ln Rio’ smotonous »

“sbme 100,000 Ecclesiastic Base

- Communities, social centers in
poor districts where people get to-
gether to discuss religion, politics
-and:local affairs. An estimated 6
million to 7 million Catholics be-
“long to the communities.
~That’s disturbing news for the
.Vatican. Although about 80 per-

'o‘ent ‘of Brazil’s 150 million people

Jare? Catholics, studies show
900,000 leave the church each
year, often for evangelist sects..

' “There’s a religious marketplace

out there,” said Boff. “And the
“Catholic Church is losing out be-

“cause it offers a very bad product:

doctrinaire and formal.”
. Since leaving his seminary in
Eetropohs near Rio, Boff can

“hardly keep up w1th the demand

for his services.-

+ He gets two or three speaking
. invitations a week from Brazil
‘and abroad. A recent debate in
-Germany drew 3,000 people to a
soccer stadium. — w1th 6,000 more }

trying in vain to get in.

'With his brother, Waldemar, he - |
.runs a center for 600 street kids in

etropolis and presides over two

* human-rights organizations. - A
In November, he published his -
57th book. “Ecology, Globalization ;. - -
and Spirituality” deals with the, -
ch,.am‘ poor_and outcast™as ~<endangered -

TEPRS, . species.”

»

* His home is a small apartment
near Rio’s Tijuca Forest. He
‘shares it with his longtime secre-
itary Marcia Miranda, a mother of

six with. whom he has. what he
a¥permanent relationship.”
off coﬁmders living with a
mpanion “more vu'tuous than
riestly celibacy.

ew that theoretically — now I’
nding it out.”
Boff says he doesn’t miss any-

‘ . ';tlon behind it,” e said, his voics

“You .-have'to share, hsten e
. jarn, have patience,”
omen are different from men. I
" driven to leavethe church.

he said.. .

The Catholic Church is
losing out because it
foffers-a very bad
product doctrinaire

g and formal.

fomer Franciscan friar

thing from':hia_years as a priest
The impression he gives is that
the church simply got too confini
ing.

His next book, due next year

Leonardo Boff o

will deal with “spirituality, quan
tum physxcs, cosmology, the origi
of the universe and the new
OfG'Od » ~ ‘,hr‘ ,A
“It's all éné&: lmmense proces

. with an entire cosmic articula

nsmg in enthusmsm “Everythuq
fits in: God, people, liberty, too.”. .
‘He summedr up why he W
(')J&
“It’s not the medieval worl
anymore.”




